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GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

The aim of this course is to teach the basic foundations of contemporary politics 

and history of Spain while also describing the main elements, which constitute 

the political system of the European Union. Starting with a basic method for 

interpreting the political reality, a dynamic understanding of the current 

workings of both Spain and the European Union as a whole is provided. 

 

CONTENTS 

THEORETICAL CONTENTS: 

Unit 1.  Conceptual clarification in Political Science. 

Unit 2. Comparative Method and Classifications of Political Systems.  

Unit 3. An introduction to the European Union: Political Nature and Historical 

Evolution. 

Unit 4. The political system of the European Union: A Consociational Polity. 

Unit 5. Politics and Government in the European Union: elections, electoral 

behavioral, decision-making and public policies. 

Unit 6. The Political System of Spain. 

Unit 7. Politics and Government in Spain: political parties, elections, electoral 

behaviour, public policies and national versus regional identities.  

Unit 8. The European Union and its citizens: European and Spanish Public 

Opinion 



  

CONTENTS 

Unit 9. The main challenges of the European integration: The Turkish 

application, euro-skepticism, far right populism, centrifugal nationalism, and 

mutual perceptions between Muslims and non-Muslims in Europe. 

WORKSHOPS: 

 Presidentialism versus Parliamentarism: Pros and Cons 

 Religion and European Integration 

 The technocratic nature of the European Commission 

 Territorial representation in Federal High Chambers: a comparative 

approach 

 Electoral Behaviour in National and European Elections 

 Public Opinion and Euro-scepticism in Europe 

 

TEACHING METHODOLOGY 

Lectures by the instructor, supported with bibliographical and other didactic 

materials, followed by debates with the students. The class will follow a seminar 

format. This presupposes that the readings assigned for each week have been 

made before we meet in class. At the beginning of each class, the instructor will 

introduce the materials and allow some time for questions of clarification. 

Thereafter, we will have a seminar discussion. Students will be invited to 

express their views on the materials for the class and the criticisms made 

during the presentation. Both the presentations and the discussions around 

them are expected to be respectful, professional and anchored in the class 

materials. 

 



  

ASSESSMENT 

Participation in class will account for 20% of the final grade. So STUDENTS 

are strongly recommended to actively participate in class. Active participation is 

also an essential part of the learning process, so in class you have a wonderful 

opportunity to exercise and enhance your ability to speak in public, which is an 

essential part of politics, education and citizenship.  

Weekly assignments. The weekly assignments count for 20% of the final 

grade. These research papers are short analytical pieces of about one or two 

pages long, and the topic will be proposed by the instructor every week. 

Students will deliver the papers by e-mail before the fixed deadline. Late papers 

will not be accepted.  

Exams. The mid-term and the final exam count each for 30% of your final 

grade. They will be in-class examinations which will primarily focus on the 

reading materials and lectures but will also ask for your point of view, and 

arguments backing it up.  

- Student participation: 20%  

- Mid-term exam: 30%  

- Final exam: 30%  

- Weekly assignments: 20% 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
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sent (email) to the students every week before the start of each unit. 
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